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WHEREAS, Today's Americans in the military are from all backgrounds and corners of our
country and continue to serve with valor, courage, and distinction in the United
States Armed Forces, standing shoulder to shoulder with the giants of our Nation's
history, writing their own chapter in the American story. Many of today's warriors
know what it means to lose a friend too soon, and all our service members and
their families understand the true meaning of sacrifice; and

WHEREAS, this Memorial Day, we express our deepest appreciation to the men and women in
uniform who gave their last full measure of devotion so we might live in freedom.
We cherish their memory and pray for the peace for which they laid down their
lives. We mourn with the families and friends of those we have lost, and hope they
find comfort in knowing their loved ones died with honor. We ask for God's grace
to protect those serving in distant lands, and we renew our promise to support our
troops, their families, and our veterans. Their unwavering devotion inspires us all
~ they are the best of America; and

WHEREAS, since our Nation's founding, America's sons and daughters have given their lives
in service to our country from Concord and Gettysburg, to Normandy, to Baghdad
and Kandahar, they departed our world as heroes and gave their lives for a cause
greater than themselves; and on Memorial Day, we pay tribute to those who have
paid the ultimate price to defend the United States and the principles upon which
America was founded and

WHEREAS, poppies are worn and displayed as a symbolic tribute to our fallen and the future
of living veterans and servicemembers; have become a world-wide known and
recognized symbol of sacrifice and is a symbol of hope for all veterans who served
this great country through military service; and each year, nation-wide, American
Legion Auxiliary volunteers distribute millions of bright red crepe paper poppies
in exchange for contributions to assist military families, disabled and hospitalized
veterans; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion Family has long utilized the red poppy as its official flower,
symbolizing the blood shed by those who have served in our U.S. military and it
is fitting that as The American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary in their
second century, they expand the meaning and symbolism of the poppy and wearing
a poppy will unite citizens across the country as they decide to show their
patriotism; and




